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This lawsuit is a civil

rights action by twelve
individuals who reside 1in
six communities across lowa.
Like most Iowans, they are
and

They

responsible, caring,
productive individuals.
maintain important jobs, or are
retired, and are contributing,
benevolent members of their
They

communities. include

a nurse, business manager,
insurance analyst, bank agent,

stay—at—home parent, church

organist and piano teacher,

BUAREREFRZ /BT s 8%
museum director, federal
employee, social worker,

teacher, and two retired

teachers. Like many Ilowans,
some have children and others
hope to have children. Some
are foster parents. Like all
lowans, they prize their
liberties and live within the
borders of this state with
the expectation that their
rights will be maintained and
protected—a belief embraced by
our state motto. Despite the
commonality shared with other
Iowans, the twelve plaintiffs

are different from most in

one way. They are sexually

and romantically attracted to




member s of their own sex. The

twelve plaintiffs comprise six

same—sex couples who 1live in

Each

committed relationships.

maintains a hope of getting

married one day., an aspiration

shared by many throughout

lowa...This class of people
asks a simple and direct
question: How can a state
premised on the constitutional
principle of equal protection
Jjustify exclusion of a class
of Towans from civil marriage?
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